JONAH 
THE UNIVERSAL LOVE OF GOD 


_ ABOUT THE AUTHOR 


Jonah means “Dove” 


* 


* 


He was of Gath-hepher in Galilee, a city that belonged to the tribe of Zebulun, in a remote corner 
of the land of Israel: 


* 


We read of this same Jonah 2 Ki. 14:25, who prophesied during the reign of Jeroboam II, about 
785 BC 


The Book of Jonah is read by the Orthodox Jews on the Great Day of Atonement (Yom Kippur). 
It contains no prophecy for Israel 


It contains the personal record of an experience that Jonah had, and he evidently was the writer. 


* **« * * 


Jonah was one of only four writing prophets that Jesus mentioned by name during His earthly 
ministry (besides Isaiah, Daniel, and Zechariah). 


* Chapters: 4 
* Verses: 48 
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BACKGROUND OF JONAH 
* The word of the Lord came to Jonah with the command to preach against the wickedness of Nineveh, the capital of 
the Assyrian Kingdom (Jonah 1:1-2). However, Jonah chose to flee from the presence of the Lord instead (Jonah 
1:10). 
* The contrast between Nineveh and Tarshish was vast. Nineveh was located east of the Tigris River in modern-day Iraq. 
* It was more than 500 miles east of Jonah’s hometown. 
* Tarshish, in contrast, was west of Gath-hepher. In fact, Tarshish stood more than 2,500 miles from Israel in the 
opposite direction of Nineveh. It was the most remote destination available to Jonah. 
* Jonah was trying to put as much distance as he could between himself and the Assyrians. 
* The Assyrians were a barbarous nation! 
(1) One of the many things they were noted for was taking a prisoner and burying him in the desert sand up to his 
neck. They would them place a leather band through his tongue and stretch it out so the man could not swallow and 
leave him there in the desert sun to die. 
(2) The Assyrian armies traveled with their families and were described as a "plague of locusts" as they descended 
upon a city. History has it that entire cities would commit mass suicide rather than fall into their sadistic hands. 


(3) Assyria had made several attacks upon Israel and it is very possible that Jonah had experienced their brutality 
first-hand! 
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6 SUBJECTS OF N.T. IN JONAH 
1. RESURRECTION: 
This is the one book of the Old Testament that sets forth the Resurrection. 
When a wicked and adulterous generation was seeking after a sign, Jesus referred them to the Book of Jonah (Matthew 
12:38-40) 
2. Salvation is not by works. 


* Salvation is by faith, which leads to repentance. 
* The most significant statement in the Book of Jonah is in 2:9 — “Salvation is of the LORD.” 


* 


* 


3. God's purpose of grace cannot be frustrated. 

* The book shows God's determination to get His message of salvation to a people who will hear and accept it. 

4. God will not cast us aside for faithlessness. 

* When Jonah failed the first time, God did not give him up. 

* The most encouraging words: “And the word of the LORD came unto Jonah the second time” (Jonah 3:1). 

5. God is good and gracious. (Jonah 4:2) 

* It is wrong to say that the Old Testament reveals a God of wrath and the New Testament reveals a God of love. 

6. God is the God of the Gentiles. 

* Romans 3:29 is written over this book: “Is he the God of the Jews only? Is he not also of the Gentiles? Yes, of the Gentiles 
also.” 

* The Book of Jonah is a great book on missions and has a world vision. 
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- OUTLINE OF THE BOOK 
Jonah Flees His Mission (chs. 1-2) 
0 Jonah’s Commission and Flight (1:1-3) 
o The Endangered Sailors’ Cry to Their Gods (1:4-6) 
0 Jonah’'s Disobedience Exposed (1:7-10) 


o Jonah’s Punishment and Deliverance (1:11—2:1; 2:10) 


o His Prayer of Thanksgiving (2:2-9) 


Jonah Reluctantly Fulfills His Mission (chs. 3-4) 
o Jonah’s Renewed Commission and Obedience (3:1-4) 
o The Endangered Ninevites’ Repentant Appeal to the Lord (3:5-9) 
o The Ninevites’ Repentance Acknowledged (3:10-—4:4) 
o Jonah’s Deliverance and Rebuke (4:5-11) 
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